THEIR  VOICE  IS  HEARD

class Hindus. . . . The deputationists next stated
that they did not wish to be called Hindus but
Addharmis (protestants) and in the next census,
they would write themselves Addharmis. They did
not want swaraj in India under the present con-
ditions, as it would mean the monopoly of the caste
Hindus.1

Two of the eight demands they presented asked
for: 'Equal rights of using public wells as enjoyed
by the other communities, and, equal rights of owner-
ship of any property, of dwelling houses and common
fields, as enjoyed by the other communities.'2

Of late years schools have been thrown open to the
Untouchables in increasing numbers, but the experi-
ment, so far as can be ascertained, has proved largely
fruitless.

I myself saw Untouchable children, both in Bengal
and in the United Provinces, sitting outside the
thatched schoolhouses, straining to follow the lessons
from that distance : and the Rev. J. C. Chatterji,
M.L.A., Municipal Commissioner of Delhi and mem-
ber of the Board of Secondary Education, stated in the
x course of a memorandum to the Simon Commission
that he 'was emphatically of the opinion that the mere
throwing open of all educational institutions to the so-
called untouchables was a mere farce, as they were
either prevented admission into them, or treated very
badly even when admitted/3

1 The Pioneer, Allahabad, November xoth, 1928.      2 Ibid.
3 Madras Mail,  Madras, August 27th, 1928, also The Hindu of
the same day.
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